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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 , The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

" (b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or oh sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States., . 

Glaims 1-3, 6, 8-12 and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Theis et al (US 6,380,484, hereinafter Theis). 

Regarding claim 1, Theis discloses a cable management system (10) for 
managing cables to be connected to electronics devices, comprising: a cable 
management housing (see figure 1) to substantially house the cables to be managed 
therein, the cable management housing (see figure 1) defining a plurality of openings 
(18a, .1iBb, 18n) configured to contain a plurality of cables extending therethrough, each 
opening having: a first opening portion (18a-1) configured to contain a plurality of cables 
extending therethrough, a second opening portion (18a-3) configured to contain a 
plurality of cables extending therethrough (see figure 5), the second opening portion 
(1 8a-3) being disposed further away from the electronics devices than the first opening 
portion, and a passage portion extending between the first and second Opening portions 
(18a-a), a passage portion (18a-2) being configured to allow passing of at least one 
cable between the first and second opening portions (see figures 1 and 5). 
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Regarding claim 2, Theis discloses the cable management system (100), 
wherein the first opening portion (18a-1) is disposed proximal to the electronics devices 
to allow the cables passing therethrough to be in a first cable position corresponding to 
the cables being connected to the electronics devices (see figure 5) and wherein the 
second opening portion (18a-3) is disposed distal to the devices to allow the cables 
•passing therethrough to be in a second cable position corresponding to the cables being 
disconnected from the electronics devices (see figure 3). 

Regarding claim 3, Theis discloses the cable management system (100), 
wherein the first (18a-1) and second opening portions (18a-3) are generally circular (see 
figure 1). 

Regarding claim 6, theis discloses the cable management system (100), where 
the first and second opening portions (183-1 , 1 8a-3) are disposed at an angle relative to 
each other (see figure 1). 

Regarding claim 8, theis discloses the cable management system (100), 
wherein the cable management housing (see figure 1) includes a removable side 
portion (24a) to facilitate access to the cables housed within the cable management 
housing (see figure's 1 arid 3). 

Regarding claim 9, Theis discloses a cable management apparatus (100) for 
managing cables to be connected to electronics devices (not shown) coupled to 
removable modules in a rack-mounted system, comprising: a cable management 
housing (see figure 1 ) extending along the removable modules to house the cables to 
be managed therein, the cable management housing (see figure 1) defining a plurality 
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of openings (18a, 18a, I8n) configured to contain a plurality of cables extending 
therethrough, each opening having: a first portion (18a-1) configured to contain a 
plurality of cables extending therethrough, a second portion (18a-3) disposed at ah 
. angle relative to the first portion (see figure 1), the second portion (18a-3) being 
configured to contain a plurality of cables extending therethrough, and a passing portion 
(18a-s) extending between the first and second portions (see figure 1), the portion being 
configured to allow passing of at least one cable between the first and second portions 
(see figure 1 ). . 

/, Regarding claim 10, Theis discloses the apparatus (100), wherein each opening 
(18a, 18b, 18h) corresponds to at most one removable module of the rack-mounted 
system (riot shown, see abstract). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Theis discloses the apparatus (100), wherein the first portion 
(18a-1). is disposed proximal to the electronics devices to allow the cables passing 
therethrough to be in a first position for connecting to the electronics devices (see 
figures 1 and 5) and wherein the second portion (18a-3) is disposed distal to the 
devices in the rack-mounted system to allow the cables passing therethrough to be in a 
second position corresponding to the cables being disconnected from the electronics 
devices (see figures 1 and 5): 

Regarding claim 12, Theis discloses the apparatus (100), wherein the first and 
second portions (18a-1 and 18a-3) are generally circular (see figure 1). 

Regarding claim 15, Theis discloses a method for management cables (see 
figure 1) to be connected to electronics devices, comprising the steps of: routing a 
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plurality of cables to be managed through a cable management housing (100), 
" substantially 'enclosing the cables therein (see figure 5), passing a portion of at least 
one cable through a first pdrtion (18a-1 ) of one of a plurality of openings (18a, 1 8b, 1 8n) 
defined in the cable management housing (see figure 5), the openings being configured 
to contain a plurality of cables extending therethrough, each opening including a first 
and second portion (1 8a-t, 18a-3) each configured to contain a plurality of cables 
extending therethrough (see figure 5), and a passage portion (18a-2) extending 
between the first and second portions to allow passage of a cable therebetween; and 
passing the portion of the cable through the passage portion to the second portion of 
the opening (see figure 5) 

Regarding claim 16, Theis discloses the method, wherein the step of passing the 
portion of the cable through the first portion (18a-1) of the opening includes positioning 
the: pdrtion of the' table i proximal to the electronics devices (hot shown) and wherein the 
step, of passing the portion Of the cable through the passage portion (18a-2) to the 
second pdrtion (18a-3) includes positioning the portion of the cable distal to the 
electronics devices. 

Regarding claim 17, fheis discloses the method, Wherein the step of passing the 
pdrtion of the cable through the passage pdrtion (18a-2) to the Second pdrtion (18a-3) 
includes passing the portion of the cable (see figure 5) around a corner such that the 
first and second portions of the opening are at an angle relative to each other (see 
figure 5). 
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Allowable Subject Matt r 

2. Claims 4,5, 7, 13 arid 14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The primary 
reasons for the indication of the allowability of Claims 4, 5, 7, 1 3 and 1 4 are: 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in 
combination With the other claimed features the cable management housing having a 
cbme'r proximal to the electronics devices and wherein the passage portion is generally 
a bent portion extending in at least two directions from the Corner. 

Regarding claim 7, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in combination 
with the other claimed features the first and second opening portions being disposed at 
an approximately 90 6 relative to each other. 

. : Regarding claims 13 and 14, the prior art does hot teach or fairly suggest in 
combination with the other claimed features the cable management housing having a 
comer proximal to the devices in the rack mounted system and wherein the passage 
P orti oh is generally a bent portion extending in at least two directions from the corner. 

These limitations Were fdund in claims 4, 5, 7, 13 and 14, and are neither . 
disclosed nor taught by the prior art of record, alone or in combination. 
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Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Larsen et al (US 6,365,834), Lawrence et al (US 6,504,100), 
Viklund et al (US 5,902,961), Witte (US 5,093,887), Krietzaman et al (US 6,605,782), 
Benedict et al (US 6,318,680), Chan (US 6,686,541) and Foumier et al (US 6,347,714) 
disclose a cable management system. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Angel R. 
Estrada at telephone number (571) 272-1973. The Examiner can normally be reached 
oh Monday-Friday (8:30 -5:00). 

If attempt's to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean Reichard can be reached on (571) 272-2800 Ext: 31. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. : 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 



Angel R. Estrada 
May 6, 2004 
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